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Sunday, September 20, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Two recent stories are both deeply troubling and strangely connected. Both involve young people whose lives
were once associated with extraordinary experiences of faith, but who later became involved in profoundly
tragic events.

The first story concerns a teenager who was recently arrested for allegedly being involved in a shooting that left
two people wounded in Newport, Rhode Island. What makes the story especially shocking is the discovery that
the alleged shooter was the very child who had miraculously survived a life-threatening premature birth—a case
that the Church recognized as a miracle only last year.

Born in 2007 with severe oxygen deprivation and reportedly suffering cardiac arrest, the infant was treated by
Dr. Juan Sanchez-Esteban, who prayed for the intercession of Father Salvador Valera Parra. The child
unexpectedly recovered, and that recovery was later officially recognized as a miracle. Yet nearly two decades
later, the child whose life had been miraculously spared is now accused of attempting to take the lives of others.

The second story comes from Medjugorje. Bartlomiej “Bartek” Krakowiak, a Polish man who once publicly
shared a moving testimony of conversion, was arrested after allegedly vandalizing the Marian shrine in July
2026. He is accused of damaging religious statues and setting fire to an outdoor altar at St. James Church.

His past makes the incident even more painful. After years of struggling with alcohol, drugs, violence,
depression, and despair, Krakowiak walked approximately 1,300 kilometers from Warsaw to Medjugorje in
2017. He later spoke emotionally about encountering God and the “living Christ.” He publicly shared his
testimony and became known for his remarkable story of conversion. Nine years later, however, he allegedly
returned to the very place that had once symbolized his spiritual rebirth—and attacked it.

What can we learn from these two troubling stories?

First, grace does not eliminate human freedom. A miracle may save a person’s life, but it does not determine
how that person will choose to live. A powerful conversion may radically redirect someone’s life, but it does not
remove every temptation, wound, weakness, or future struggle between good and evil.

Second, conversion is not merely an event; it is a lifelong journey. We are naturally drawn to dramatic
testimonies: the sinner who suddenly finds God, the addict who transforms his life, or the person who receives
a miraculous healing. Such moments are worthy of celebration. But Christianity has never taught that one
extraordinary encounter with God guarantees a future without darkness. Jesus tells His disciples: “If anyone
wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (cf. Luke 9:23). The
important word here is daily.

Perhaps that is the deepest lesson we can draw from these two painful stories. As long as a person is still alive,
the final chapter of his or her life has not yet been written.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 20 thang 9 nam 2026

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Hai cAu chuyén gin ddy vita dang lo ngai vita c6 méi lién hé ky la v6i nhau. Ca hai déu lién quan dén nhiing ngudi tré tiing gin
lién v6i mdt trdi nghiém difc tin phi thudng, nhung sau d6 lai dinh 1{u d&n nhiing su viéc hét siic ddng budn.

Cau chuyén thi nhat néi vé mot thi€u nién viia bi bit vi bi cdo budc lién quan dén mot vu nd siing 1am hai ngudi bi thuong tai
Newport, Rhode Island. Piéu khi&n ciu chuyén dic biét gy siing sdt 12 ngudi ta phét hién hung thii 12 chinh difa tré tiing s6ng s6t
mot cdch k¥ diéu sau khi sinh non, mot trudng hgp ma Gido hoi viia cong nhan 1a phép la vao ndm trudce.

Sinh nim 2007 véi tinh trang thi€u oxy nghiém trong va dugc cho 1a dd ngiing tim, ngudi didu tri cho em bé, bdc si Juan San-
chez-Esteban, di ciu xin su chuyén ciu clia cha Salvador Valera Parra. Dia tré bat ngd hdi phuc, va su hdi phuc 4y sau nay duge
cong nhan 12 mot phép la. Thé nhung, gan hai thip nién sau, difa tré tiing dugc citu sdng cach ky diéu Ay lai 1a ngudi nd sting muu
sat ngudi khac.

Cau chuyén thd hai d&n tif Medjugorje. Bart-omiej “Bartek” Krakowiak, mot ngudi dan dng Ba Lan tiing cong khai 1am chiing
vé mot cudc hodn cai diy cam dong, da bi bit sau khi bi cdo budc phd hoai dén thanh Piic Me vao thang 7 nim 2026. Anh ta bi
cdo budc da lam hu hai céc tigng 4anh va d6t mot ban thd ngoai trdi tai nha thd Thanh Giacobeé.

Qua4 khi ctia anh nay khién su viéc cang dau long hon. Sau nhiéu nim chim trong rugu che, ma tdy, bao lyc, trim cidm va tuyét
vong, nim 2017, Krakowiak da di bd khoang 1.300 kilomét tit Warszawa d&én Medjugorje. Sau d6, anh xiic dong ké vé cudc gip
g3 v6i Thién Chia va “Pic Kitd hing séng”. Anh cong khai chia sé chiing tif ctia minh va dugc biét @&n qua ciu chuyén hoén cai
4y. Chin nim sau, anh ta bi c4o budc di trd lai chinh ndi tling tugng trung cho su tdi sinh thiéng liéng ctia minh v tAn cdng noi dé.

Chiing ta c6 thé hoc dugc gi tit hai ciu chuyén nay?

Trudc hét, an sting khong loai bo tu do ctia con ngudi. Mot phép la c6 thé ctiu s6ng mot ngudi, nhung khong quyét dinh ngusi
Ay s& sdng cudc ddi minh nhu th& nao. Mot cudc hodn cai manh mé c6 thé thay d6i huéng di ctia mot ddi ngudi, nhung khdng loai
bd moi cdm dd, vét thuong, y&u dudi hay cudc chién ndi tam giiia diéu lanh va sy dii trong tuong lai.

Thi hai, hodn cai khong chi 1a mét bién ¢6; d6 1a mét hanh trinh suét doi. Chiing ta thudng yéu thich nhiing ching tit dy
kich tinh: ngudi toi 18i bat ngd tim thay Thién Chda, ngudi nghién ngap thay d6i cudc ddi, hay mot ngudi duge chita lanh céch
ky diéu. Nhiing khoanh khic 4y ddng dugc vui miing. Nhung Kitd gido khong bao gid day ring mot cude gip g3 phi thuong sé
bao dam cho mdt tuong lai khdng con “béng t6i”. Chia Giésu néi véi cdc mon dé: “Ai mudn theo tdi, phdi tlt bd chinh minh, vc
thap gid minh hing ngy ma theo” (x. Lc 9,23). Tl quan trong & ddy 1a hiing ngay.

C6 1€ @6 1a bai hoc sau sic nhat tit hai cAu chuyén ddy dau budn niy. Bao lau mét ngudi con sdng, chuong cudi ciing ctia cudce
ddi ho van chua dugc viét xong.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chéanh xd
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