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From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, November 24, 2024

Dear parishioners and friends:

This Thursday will be Thanksgiving Day in the United States. What is the sentiment of each Catholic faithful on
Thanksgiving Day? It is to give thanks to God for a year of “many harvests.” Those who have attended the
Thanksgiving Masses [ have celebrated in recent years know that each year at this time, I share the 10 “harvests”
I have gathered in my life and on my journey of service. This Thanksgiving will be no different; I will tell the
community about the “harvests” I have gathered this year and wholeheartedly thank God.

In this letter, however, I want to share with you a story from the past about someone from long ago. The story of
yesterday is a lesson for us today: to see everything as grace. The story I want to tell here is about the “narrow
escape” experience and the spirit of gratitude to God of Saint Frances Cabrini. Saint Cabrini was born in
Lombardy, Italy, in 1850 and immigrated to the United States in 1899. She founded and served as the superior
general of the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, a religious order dedicated to caring for the poor, orphans,
the sick, and focused on establishing schools to educate children from Italian immigrant working families. She
passed away in New York in 1917 at the age of 67 and was beatified by Pope Pius XI in 1938 and canonized by
Pope Pius XII in 1947.

So, what is the story of Mother Saint Cabrini that I want to tell here? It involves two times when the saint embarked
on occan journeys, one related to the ill-fated Titanic. In April 1912, Mother Cabrini was in Italy visiting various
communities of her order. Her itinerary included a trip to London, England, to visit a community there, from where
she would sail back to the U.S. The sisters in England had bought her a ticket for the new ship named Titanic.
However, due to an urgent matter at home in New York, the saint changed her plans and sailed from Naples, Italy,
skipping the trip to England. Later, she told the sisters, “If I was going to London, I might have left with it, but
Divine Providence, which is constantly watching, did not allow it. God be blessed.” Everything is grace!

But that was not the first time Saint Cabrini escaped death. In 1890, Mother Cabrini boarded a ship named La
Normandie with 1,000 passengers from Italy to New York. One evening during the journey, the ship’s engine
suddenly malfunctioned. Fortunately, the sea was calm that night. The ship remained still for 11 hours. But even
more fortunate for the passengers was that the following morning, when the engine was fixed and the ship resumed
its journey, they saw that there were many icebergs around, which Mother Cabrini described as being 12 times the
size of the ship. Since it was daylight, the captain was able to skillfully steer the ship slowly to avoid these “fatal
icebergs.” The story is recorded at the shrine named after the saint in New York City as follows: “Mother Cabrini
noted that though they had complained when the engine broke, the crisis was a great grace. Without that delay, the
ship’s encounter with the icebergs would have occurred in the dark, most likely with dire consequences.”
Everything is grace!

May you and your family have a happy Thanksgiving Day.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuda Nhat, ngay 24 thang 11 ndm 2024

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chj Em:

Thi Nim tuin nay ngay sé 1a ngay L& Ta On ctia d4t nuéc Hoa Ky. TAm tinh cia m&i ngudi tin hitu Cong Gido trong ngay
L& Ta On la gi? P6 1a ta on Chiia cho mot ndm “thu hoach nhiéu vu muia.” Nhiing ai tiing tham du thanh 1& trong ngay L&
Ta On ma t6i dang trong nhiing nim qua déu biét t6i c6 théi quen mdi nim vao dip nay chia sé 10 “vu mia” ma toi git
dugc trong cudc song va trén néo dudng phuc vu. Ngay L& Ta On nim nay ciing s& viy, toi s& ké anh cdng doan phung vu
nghe nhiing “vu mua” toi git trong nim va hét 1ong ta on Chia.

Con trong 14 thu nay, t6i mudn chia sé v6i anh chi em vé chuyén xua ctia ngudi xua. Chuyén ngay hdm qua clia ngudi xua
ciing s& 12 bai hoc cho chiing ta ngay hom nay. D6 14 nhin thy tit c4 12 hdng 4n. Chuyén xua ngudi xua ma téi mudn ké
noi day 1a vé kinh nghiém “hd hdn” va tam tinh ta on Chia ctia thanh Frances Cabrini. Thanh nhan sinh & Lombardi, nudc
Y vao nim 1850, di dan sang Hoa Ky ndm 1899. Sang 1ap va 1am me bé trén tdng quyén dong nit Thita Sai Thanh Tam, 1a
hoi dong chuyén chim séc ngudi ngheo, tré md cdi, cdc bénh nhin va ciing chi tAm vao viéc mé céc trudng hoc gido duc
tré nho dén tif céc gia dinh lao dong di dan géc Y. Thanh nhén qua ddi tai New York nim 1917, hudng tho 67 tudi. Pugc
biic Thanh Cha Pi6 XI phong chén phudc vao ndm 1938 va Biic Thanh Cha Pi6 XII phong thanh vao ndm 1947.

Thé chuyén xua clia me thanh Cabrini 14 gi ma tdi mudn ké ra day? Chuyén c6 lién quan d&n hai 1an thdnh nhan 1én tau ra
khoi. Mot 14n ¢6 lién quan dén con tau dinh ménh Titanic. Thang 4 nim 1912, me bé trén Cabrini dang c6 mit § Y dé di
thdm céc cong doan ctia hdi dong. Trong chudng trinh 12 thanh nhan s& sang London, Anh Qudc, thim mot cong doan cia
dong, rdi tii d6 sé& 1én tau vé M§. Céc nii tu bén Anh Qudc dd mua vé tau cho me bé trén d€ di chuyén tau méi mang tén
Titanic. Nhung vi ¢6 viéc gap bén nha me & New York nén th4nh nit da thay ddi chuong trinh va 1én tau vé My tii Naples,
Y, bd 15 chuyén di Anh Qudc. Sau nay me thanh Cabrini ké véi cdc nit tu: “Néu t6i ma dén London, c¢6 thé t6i da rdi di
cuing véi con tau Titanic, nhung nhd Chiia Quan Phong, ludn ludn dai theo, da khong cho phép diéu d6 x4y ra. Ta on Chia.”
TAt ca 1a hdng an!

Nhung 14n d6 khdng phai 1a 1An diu thanh Cabrini thodt ti thin. Vao nim 1890, me Cabrini 1én chuyén tau mang tén La
Normandie ciing v6i 1,000 hanh khach di tit Y sang New York. Dén mot chidu t8i trong chuyén hai hanh thi bit chgt may
tau bi tryc tric. Pém hom d6 may 1a bién ling. Con tau nim mot chd sudt 11 tiéng. Nhung didu may mén hon cho hanh
khéch chinh 1a séng hom sau, khi mdy tau da dugc stia va con tau tiép tuc chuyén hai hanh thi moi ngudi mdéi nhin thay xung
quanh c6 rat nhiéu tdng bing, ma me thanh Cabrini k€ 13 c4c ting bing to gap 12 1an con thu. Nhd ban ngay nén thuyén
trudng méi khéo 1éo cho 14i con tau di chuyén chim dé tranh cdc ting bing “tli thin”. Cau chuyén d6 dudc ghi lai tai dén
thanh mang tén thanh nhan & thanh phd New York nhu sau: “Me Cabrini nhan thay ring dii cdc hanh khich d phan nan
khi mdy tau bi hdng, nhung khiing hoéng d6 thuc su 1a mot an sing 16n. Néu khong c6 sy tri hodn d6, con tau s& gip phai
bing troi trong béng d&m, rit ¢6 thé din dén hau qua nghiém trong.” T4t ca 12 hong 4n!

Cau chic anh chi em va gia dinh mot ngay L& Ta On an lanh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudng
Chanh xu

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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