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Sunday, July 27, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

In the early hours of July 4th, while many prepared to celebrate Independence Day, tragedy struck in Kerr
County, Texas. At Camp Mystic — a century-old Christian summer camp — floodwaters from the
Guadalupe River surged 20 feet above flood stage in just 90 minutes.

Most were still asleep — including young girls in cabins only 225 feet from the river. A joyful summer
morning turned into heartbreak. As of Sunday evening, the death toll across Texas had risen to more than
100, with 68 in Kerr County alone.

Among the victims was 18-year-old Chloe Childress, a recent graduate of Kinkaid High School in Houston
and a counselor at Camp Mystic. She died trying to save younger campers, embodying what her head of
school called “a selfless and fierce commitment to others.”

A Wake-Up Call. This sudden loss reminds us: life is fragile. None of us knows the day or hour — whether
by flood, illness, or accident. In the Gospel, Jesus tells of ten virgins awaiting the bridegroom — five wise,
five foolish (Mt. 25:4-10). Another parable speaks of servants staying awake, unsure when their master will
return (Lk 12:37-40). These are not just spiritual metaphors — they’re blueprints for life.

Though young, Chloe lived as one of the “wise.” Her readiness wasn’t about perfection but love. When
tested, she gave, not fearing, but loving.

Living the Present Moment. Cardinal Nguyén Vin Thuén, who spent years in prison for his faith, often
said: “Only one moment exists for you in all its beauty, and that is the present moment.” Use it well. Love
in it. Forgive in it. Give in it. St. Dominic Savio was once asked what he would do if he had one hour left to
live. His response: “I’d keep playing ball.” Why? Because he was already living each moment with duty,
integrity and joy. He had nothing to fear — he was ready.

Our Call. The floodwaters have receded, but their message remains: Be awake. Be ready. Love well.

To honor Chloe and the many others lost, let us not return to routine without reflection. Instead, ask: Am |
awake to the needs around me? Am I using my time to love, serve, and build up? If I had just one hour left,
would I be at peace?

Let Chloe’s heroism — dying not asleep, but awake and giving — inspire us to live each day with purpose.

Because life is fragile.
And it is sacred.

And it 1s now.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhit, ngay 27 thang 7 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Vao rang sdng ngay 4 thang 7, khi nhiéu ngudi dang chuin bi miing L& Pdc Lap, bi kich 4m thAm x4y ra tai hat Kerr, Texas. Tai
Camp Mystic - mot trai he Thién Chia gido 1du doi danh cho cdc em géi - nudc i tit song Guadalupe dang cao hon 6 mét chi
trong 90 phit.

Phin 16n céc em con dang ngt - ké ca nhiing bé g4i & trong c4c cabin chi cdch bd song khoang 70 mét. Mot budi sdng he déng ra
phéi tran ddy niém vui da tr& thanh thdm kich. S& ngudi thiét mang 1én dén hon 100 ngudi.

Trong s6 d6 c6 Chloe Childress, 18 tudi, vita tot nghiép trudng Kinkaid & Houston vi 13 mdt trudng trai dugc yéu mén tai Camp
Mystic. Chloe di hy sinh khi c& ging ctiu cdc em nhd - mdt hanh d6ng ma thiy hidu trudng md ta 1a “mdt tinh yéu vi tha manh
liét danh cho ngudi khac.”

Hoi chudng thiic tinh. Bién cd bat ngd nay nhic nhd chiing ta: cudc s6ng that mong manh. Khong ai biét duge ngay gid - du 1a
do bénh tat, tai nan, hay thién tai. Trong Tin Miing, Chta Giésu k& du ngdn mudi trinh nit chd d6n chang ré - nim c6 khon ngoan,
nim c6 kho dai (Mt 25:4-10). Mot du ngdn khéc néi vé nhitng ddy t6 ludn tinh thiic, vi khong biét khi nao chi s& vé (Lk 12:37-
40). Nhiing ciu chuyén Ay khong chi 14 du ngdn - ma 12 kim chi nam cho cudc s6ng.

Du con rat tré em Chloe di sdng nhu mdt trong nhiing ngudi “khoén ngoan”. Em khdng hoan héo, nhung dy yéu thuong. Khi thii
théch d&n, em khong s¢ hdi - ma sdng chét cho ngudi khéc.

Séng gidy phiit hién tai. Dang Pang Kinh Phanxicd Xavié Nguyén Vin Thuin, ngudi tiing bi cAm ti nhiéu nim vi dic tin,
thudng néi: “Chi c6 mot gidy phiit 14 dep nhat cho ban - @6 1a gidy phit hién tai.” Hiy song tron ven trong gidy phiit 4y. Yéu
thuong trong d6. Tha thi trong d6. Cho di trong @6. Con Thanh Paminh Savi6 khi dang choi banh vé6i ban be thi dugc héi: “Néu
con chi con mot gid d€ sdng, con s& 1am gi?” Vi thanh tré trd 15i: “Con sé ti€p tuc choi banh.” Tai sa0? Vi ngai da song tling gidy
phiit v6i bdn phan, tron lanh va niém vui. Ngai da sin sang.

Loi moi goi cho chiing ta. Nudc 16l d riit, nhung bai hoc con dong lai: Hiy tinh thiic. Hay séng sdn sang. Hay yéu thuong.

Qua bién c6 dau thucng nay, chiing ta diing voi trd lai cudc song thudng nhat ma khdng suy nghi. Hiy tu hoi: Téi c6 nhan ra
nhiing nhu cAu quanh minh khoéng? T6i c6 dang ding thdi gian d€ yéu thuong, phuc vu va xay dung khdng? Néu chi con mot gio
dé sdng, tdi c6 binh an khong?

C4i chét ctia em Chloe - khdng phéi trong gifc ngli, ma trong su tinh thic va hién than - mdi goi mdi ngudi ching ta séng sao cho
c6 ¥ nghia va biét quy trong tling ngay.

Vi cudc song that mong manh.
Va that thiéng liéng.
Va chinh 12 bay gio.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xd
Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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