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Dear parishioners and friends:

There is a young businessman—no one knows exactly how long he has been in the marketplace—but he has shared a
few thoughts with those who are just starting out in the food and beverage business. His insights made me think that
this young man is quite intelligent, both in his way of thinking and in his practical experience.

In his view, if opening a restaurant or café is con51dered a game, then every game has its rules—and the player must
understand them well, or else risk becoming a “spectator on the sidelines.” These are the young entrepreneur’s pieces
of advice:
1. Location is critical: being in an alley is fine, as long as it follows the rule of “first, close to eateries; second, close
to office buildings.”
2. Décor can come later, but equipment must be good from the very beginning—because customers give you only
one chance, much like an ex-lover.
3. Perfectionism belongs at home, at the family dinner table; running a business requires strategy and tactics.
4. This game may have ten players but usually only one survives.
5. And most importantly: if you do not yet have a faith, believe in some higher power—because you will need to
pray to that being often.

At first glance, we see that this young man is not focused only on solving immediate problems; he is someone with
vision. He understands that smart, short steps taken today can prevent long and painful missteps tomorrow. Yet what
truly gives pause for reflection is the fifth piece of advice—seemingly unrelated to business, yet actually the key:
believe in a higher power.

This is a very East Asian kind of wisdom. Our ancestors taught us: “Man proposes, Heaven disposes,” or “Human
calculation cannot surpass Heaven’s design.” That is why it is not surprising to see many shops displaying statues of the
Earth God or the God of Wealth. Some Catholic shop owners place a statue of Jesus alongside a picture of Father
Truong Biru Dlep—and somenmes even add the God of Wealth “just to be safe.” Of course, faith should not be
practiced in a “just in case” or mixed-belief manner. Still, it reveals a simple truth: human beings know they are limited.

Christians believe in God. But how we believe is the real question. At times, we turn God into a kind of “spiritual
ATM”: we only come when we need something. We fall into the habit of asking for prayers to be “answered exactly as
requested,” rather than asking God to guide our steps, to draw for us the larger picture of our lives—one we may not
immediately understand.

As we enter the New Year, surely all of us—young and old alike—have plans, efforts, and hopes for success. Everyone
has desires and expectations. Yet the advice of that young businessman remains worth applying: “Believe in a higher
power, because you will need to pray often.”

May each of us truly know who that Higher Power is, and may we learn to place our full trust in Him—not only in
moments of difficulty, but as a daily rhythm of life. For God continues to work wonders for humanity: today and
tomorrow, in this life and in the life to come.

As St. Augustine once said—a quote worthy of guiding both our spiritual lives and our daily work: “Trust in God as if
everything depended on Him, and work as if everything depended on you.”

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chtia Nhat, ngay 25 thang 1 ndm 2026

Kinh thua Quy Cuy, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

C6 mdt ngudi tré 1am kinh doanh, khong 16 da & trong thuong trudng 1au chua, nhung da cé vai 16i chia sé v6i nhting ngudi
mdi tap tanh kinh doanh hang quén, khién t6i nghi ciu tré nay rat thong minh ca trong suy nghi 14n kinh nghiém lam &n.
Theo céu ta, néu xem md quan #n hay quan nudc 1a mot cude choi, thi moi trd chdi déu cé quy tic clia né, va ngudi choi
phai nim viing, néu khong mudn trd thanh “Trai Tim Bén L&”. Va day 1a nhiing 15i khuyén ctia nha kinh doanh tré:

1. Vi tri 12 s6ng con: trong hém ciing dudc, nhung phai 12 “nhit cAn quin &n, nhi cin vin phong”.

2. Trang tri ¢6 thé 1am sau, nhung mdy mdc phai 6t ngay tif dau - vi khach hang chi cho ban mot co hdi duy nhat,
giéng nhu ngudi yéu cii vay!

3. CAu toan d€ danh cho bita com gia dinh, con quan x4 thi cin chién thuat va chién lugc.

4. Cudc choi nay c6 mudi ngudi, nhung thudng chi mot ngudi sdng sét.

5. Néu chua c6 dao, hiy tin vao mot ddng nao d6 - vi ban s& can khan dng Ay thudng xuyén.

Nghe qua, ta thiy day khong chi 12 mot ngudi tré thuc t€, ma 13 ngudi c6 tAm nhin. Anh hiéu ring nhiing buéc di ngin khon
ngoan hdém nay sé gitip tranh dugdc nhiing ct vap dai ngay mai. Nhung diéu khién ngudi ta diing lai suy nghi chinh 12 15i
khuyén thd ndm - tudéng nhu khong lién quan gi dén kinh doanh - lai 1a mau chét: hdy tin vao mot dang nao do.

D6 1a su khon ngoan rat A Pong. Ong ba ta dd day: “muu sy tai nhan, thanh sy tai thién”, hay “ngudi tinh khong bing Trdi
tinh.” B&i vdy, khong la khi nhidu tiém qudn dit tugng Ong Dia, Ong Than Tai. C6 mot s6 chi tiém 12 ngudi Cong Gido
vita dit tugng Chiia, vita dé anh Cha Truong Bitu Diép - d6i khi... dé thém 6ng Thin Tai cho “chic #n”. Di nhién, niém
tin khdng nén theo kiéu “khong dugc dang nay thi c6 ding kia” nhu thé, nhung ciing cho thdy mdt su thit: con ngudi ludn
biét minh c6 gidi han.

Ngudi Kit6 hitu thi tin vio Thién Chda - diéu d6 ding. Nhung tin nhu th& ndo méi 1a van d&. C6 khi ching ta bién Chda
thanh mot chiéc “ATM thiéng liéng”: can gi thi d@&n ciu, khong cin thi thoi. Roi chiing ta cling c6 théi quen xin “ciu dugc
udc thay”, hon 1a xin Chiia d4n dudng chi 18i, xin Ngai vé& cho cudc ddi minh mot biic tranh ma c6 khi ta chua hi€u ngay.

Budc viao Nidm Mdi, chic hin ching ta, gia tré bé 16n, ai ciing c6 nhiing k& hoach va nhiing nd lic mong thanh dat. Ai ciing
¢ udc mudn, ai ciing ¢6 du tinh. Nhung 18i nhin nhi cia ngudi tré 1am kinh doanh kia vAn nén ddng dugc 4p dung: “hdy
tin vao mot ddng nao d6, vi ban s& cAn khin ong Ay thudng xuyén.”

Ué6c mong mdi ngudi chiing ta biét rd Pang d6 1a ai, va biét dit tron niém cAy trong noi Ngai - khong chi khi khé khin,
ma nhu mot nhip séng thudng ngay. Bdi Thién Chida vin khong ngiing 1am nhiing diéu ky diéu cho con ngudi: hdm nay va
ngay mai, ddi nay va doi sau.

Nhu Thdnh Augustind da dé lai mdt cAu néi rat dang lam kim chi nam cho ddi s6ng dc tin va ca doi song 1am dn: “Hay tin
tudng vao Thién Chda nhu thé moi su tlly thudc vao Ngai, va hdy 1am viéc nhu thé moi sy tiy thudc vao ban.”

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chénh xud
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