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Sunday, July 13, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

Dear parishioners and friends: We often have the habit of viewing others through the lens of our own
perspective. We quickly interpret their actions, choices, or circumstances based on our subjective
viewpoint, rarely taking the time to listen or understand the true story behind. And in doing so, we easily
miss the truth — and miss the person themselves.

Here is a familiar example. The song “Ngay Vé&” (The Homecoming) — often heard at funeral Masses —
was not originally composed for mourning. Father Kim Long, a priest and composer, wrote it when he was
still a seminarian. At the time, he had to pause his studies to serve in the military. After a long period of
waiting, when the bishop called him back to the seminary, he was so overjoyed that he composed this song
as a thanksgiving: “When the Lord lovingly calls me home, my soul rejoices as if in a dream. My mouth
bursts with joy, my tongue resounds with song.” The song is full of the joy of returning — but over the
years, the faithful have come to see in it a sacred farewell: not sorrowful, but filled with hope for a reunion
in heaven.

Or take the example of the black briefcase often seen carried by a security officer walking beside the Pope.
Many think it holds documents, schedules, or personal items. In reality, it’s a foldable bulletproof shield,
disguised as a leather briefcase — ready to deploy at a moment’s notice to protect the Holy Father in case
of danger. Behind that simple exterior lies a quiet and noble mission: to safeguard life.

These examples show that some things cannot be fully understood if judged only from the outside.
Everything has a depth we cannot see with the naked eye. We need to listen. We need to pause. We need to
learn to see others with eyes of compassion, not with assumptions or prejudice.

In a recent press conference, after being appointed bishop of the Diocese of Austin, Bishop Daniel Garcia
was asked about the fears of undocumented immigrants. He replied: ““They are not just numbers or statistics.
They are people with stories. And when you begin to listen to those stories, your perspective changes.”

That statement applies not only to social policy but also to each of us in our daily lives: between spouses,
between parents and children, between friends, among those who serve the Church. We can only truly love
when we are willing to listen — to listen with the heart, without judgment, without preconceived notions.

Perhaps the person next to us is silently bearing a deep pain. Perhaps they are doing their best, little by little,
to carry a heavy burden. And only when we choose to listen can we see that they are not just “ordinary
people” — but a unique story that God is writing with all His love.

Behind a song — is a story.
Behind a briefcase — is a story.
And behind every person — is a story.

In the peace of Christ.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 13 thang 7 nam 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cuy, Quy C)ng Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Chung ta thudng c6 théi quen nhin ngudi khic qua ling kinh ctia chinh minh. Ta vdi vang dién giai hanh dong, lya
chon hay hoan canh ctia ho theo quan diém chli quan, ma it khi 1ing nghe hoic tim hi€u cau chuyén that phia sau.
Va vi thé, ta d€ bo 15 sy that - va bo 13 con ngudi that.

Mot vi du quen thudc: bai hat “Ngay V& - thudng vang 1én trong cdc Thanh 1€ an tdng - von khong dudc sdng tic
cho tang 1€. Linh muc nhac si Kim Long viét bai ny khi con 1a mdt thdy dai ching sinh, phai tam diing viéc hoc
dé di linh. Sau mot thai gian dai cho ddi, khi dude Gidm muc goi trd lai chling vién, ngai qui vui miing nén da viét
nén bai hat d6 nhu mot 16i ta on: “Khi Chia thuong goi con vé, hon con han hoan nhu trong mdt gidc mo. Miéng
con nic vui tiéng cudi, ludi con vang 15i ca h4t.”Bai hat diy niém vui trd vé, nhung theo nim théng, cong doan lai
thiy noi d6 mot 15i tién biét thanh thién - khong budn bd, ma diy hy vong vao mdt cudc hdi ngd trén troi.

Hay nhu chiéc ciip mau den ma mot vién mat vu thudng cim theo khi di bén canh Pic Gido Hoang. Nhiéu ngudi
nghi dé6 1a tai lidu, s6 sach, hay vat dung c4 nhan. Nhung that ra, d6 12 mot tim chin dan gip gon, dudc thiét k&
nguy trang nhu mdt chiéc cip da - ludn sin sang bung ra d€ bao vé Diic Thanh Cha trong trudng hdp nguy hiém.
Ding sau d4dng vé don so 12 mot nhiém vy Am thAm va quy gi4: bdo vé su sdng.

Nhiing vi du d6 cho thay: c¢6 nhiing diéu khong thé hi€u hét néu chi nhin bé ngoai. Moi su déu c6 chiéu siu ma ta
khong thé thay bang mat thuong. Can lang nghe. Can diing lai. Can hoc cach nhin ngudi khac véi ddi mat cua long
cam théng, chi khong phai tii thanh kién hay gia dinh.

Trong mdt cude hop bdo méi ddy, sau khi dugc bd nhiém 1am gidm muc gido phan Austin, Dic cha Daniel Garcia,
khi dugc hdi vé nhiing ndi s¢ ctia ngudi di dan khong gidy t6, da trd 16i: “Ho khong chi 1a nhiing con s6 hay dit kién.
Ho 1a nhiing con ngudi c6 cau chuyén. Khi ban bat dau lang nghe nhiing cau chuyén dé, ban s€ thay doi cach nhin.”

Loi 4y khong chi danh cho chinh sdch xd hoi, ma con 1a 10i moi goi cho mdi chiing ta trong ddi sdng thudng ngay:
gitta vo chdng, gilia cha me va con ci, gitta ban be, gifta nhiing ngudi phuc vu trong Hoi Thanh. Ta chi c6 thé yéu
thuong that su khi ta biét 1ng nghe - 1dng nghe bing trdi tim, khdng xét dodn, khdng dinh kién.

C6 thé ngudi bén canh chiing ta dang gdng minh chdng choi v6i mot ndi dau. C6 thé ho dang cd géng tiing chiit dé
vugt qua mot ganh ning. Va chi khi chiing ta chiu lang nghe, chiing ta méi thay ho khong don thuan 1a “ngudi nhu
moi ngudi” - ma 1a mét cau chuyén doc nhat vd nhi ma Thién Chia dang viét nén vdi tat ca tinh yéu.

bang sau mot bai hat - 1a mot cau chuyén.
bang sau mot chiéc cép - 1a mét cau chuyén.
Va ddng sau moi con ngudi - 1a mot cau chuyén.

Trong binh an cta Dic Kito.
Lm. Giuse L€ Trung Tuéng
Chénh xu
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