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Fhom the Fastor's @@5’4

Sunday, April 20, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

In ancient Christian sacred art, the image of Jesus bursting open the gates of the underworld, grasping
Adam and Eve by the hand and pulling them out of the shadows, is not just a painting—it is a triumphant
declaration of Love’s victory. A Love that forgets no one, a Love that leaves no one behind.

The event of Jesus “descending to the realm of the dead”—sometimes misunderstood as “descending into
hell”—is actually a mystery solemnly proclaimed since the time of the Apostles: “...was crucified, died
and was buried; He descended into the dead...”. This is not an image of defeat, but a divine invasion into
the realm of death. It is a powerful visitation, where the Savior proclaims His eternal victory over sin and
death.

The “realm of the dead”—as understood in Jewish and Christian tradition—is Sheol (in Hebrew) or Hades
(in Greek), both meaning the place where the departed dwell. It is not a place of punishment, but a place
where the souls of the righteous awaited the coming of the Messiah. Fr. Paul Luu Quang Bao
Vinh—during the recent Lenten retreat at our parish—gave a profound answer when someone asked,
“After death, where do souls go?”” He said, “They are where they are.” But not to be forgotten—rather, to
be received by the One who comes to set them free. When Jesus died, He truly entered the abode of the
dead—not as a wandering soul, but as a victorious King come to open the gates of Heaven.

In short, Easter is not merely an event; it is a rescue mission. Christ did not forget anyone. He descended
into the very depths of human condition—even into death itself—to bring the light of life into the heart of
darkness. That is the great good news of the Resurrection. In this Jubilee Year of 2025, amid the
often-challenging journey of faith, it is a beacon guiding those still wandering, still sorrowful, still afraid.

So why does God never forget anyone? Why doesn’t He abandon those lost or overwhelmed in the storm
or darkness? Because—as one songwriter once said—“God is love.” I still remember a recent meeting
with musician Trac Ho—who flew from Southern California to San Jose to plan the 50th anniversary
memorial program for the Vietnamese diaspora. I was surprised to learn that he came from a Catholic
background, from Cho Quén Parish in Saigon. He said something that has stayed with me: “The Catholic
faith is beautiful, for one reason only: God is love.”

As Pastor Rick Warren said during the May 2024 commencement at Oral Roberts University: “The only
thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. We love because God first loved us.” And that
love reaches its dazzling height in one unforgettable moment: the Resurrection of Jesus—our Lord.
Hallelujah!

Wishing all of you and your families a blessed Easter.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 20 thang 4 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trong nghé thuét hoi hoa Kitd gido c¢d, hinh anh Chiia Giésu dap tung cénh cita nguc tdi, tay nim ldy 6ng Adam va
ba Eva kéo ra khoi béng t6i, khong chi 14 mdt biic tranh - d6 12 ban tuyén ngdn hiing trang vé chién thing ctia Tinh
Yéu. Mot Tinh Yéu khong d€ ai bi lang quén, khong ai bi bo lai phia sau.

Su kién Chiia Giésu “xudng nguc td tong” - d6i khi bi hiéu nhAm 1 “xuéng hod nguc” - that ra 12 mot mau nhiém
da dudc long trong tuyén xung tif thdi c4c thanh Tong Do: “...chiu déng dinh trén ciy Thanh Gi4, chét va tdng x4c,
xuéng nguc t6 tong...”. D6 khong phai 1a hinh dnh cla thit bai, ma 1 cudc @6 bo than linh vao cdi chét. D6 1a mot
cudc viéng thim quyén ning, noi Pang Citu Do cong bS chién thing vinh vién ctia Ngudi trén tdi 16i va su chét.

“Nguc to tong” - theo c4ch hiéu trong truyén thong Do Théi va Kitd gido - 1a Sheol (tiéng Do Th4i) hay Hades (tiéng
Hy Lap) von c6 cling nghia 12 noi nhiing ngudi da khuit &, khong phai noi triing phat nhung 13 ndi cdc linh hdn ngusi
cong chinh xua kia chd dgi Pang Mésia. Cha Phaol6 Luu Quang B4o Vinh - trong ky tinh tim Mua Chay viia qua tai
gido xu chiing ta - d trd 16i mot cdch tham thuy khi c6 ngudi hdi: “Sau khi chét, céc linh hon di dau?” Ngai néi: “Ho
& noi ho dang 6.” Nhung khong phai @€ bi 1ang quén, ma 1a d€ dugc dén nhan bdi Pang dén giai thoat ho. Khi Pic
Giésu chét, Ngudi da that sy di vao noi cu ngu clia ngudi da khuat - khong phai nhu mdt linh hon Iuu lac, ma nhu mot
Vi Vua chién thing d€n mé céng Thién Dang.

Tém lai, Phuc Sinh khong chi 13 mdt bién ¢8, ma 13 mdt cude gidi ctu. Diic Kité khong dé ai bi 1ang quén. Chia di
xudng tan ddy siu clia phin ngudi - dén ca cdi chét - @€ mang dnh sdng su sdng d&n tan cling béng tdi. P6 chinh 1a
tin miing vi dai ctia Phuc Sinh. Trong Nidm Thdnh 2025, giita nhiing cudc hanh trinh ddc tin diy thii thach, d6 1a 4nh
séng din dudng cho nhiing ai con lang thang, con u siu, con s¢ hii.

Vay vi sao Thién Chia khong d€ ai bi lang quén? Chiia khong quén ngudi lac dudng, khong b roi ai gitta séng dit
hay dém den? Bdi vi - nhu 16i mot nhac si chia sé - “Thién Chia 1a tinh yéu”. T6i con nhd, trong mdt budi hop gin
day véi nhac si Tric HS - ngudi tif Nam Cali bay 1én San Jose dé ban vé chuong trinh tudng niém 50 nim ngudi Viét
tha huong - toi ngac nhién khi biét anh von 1a ngudi dao gdc, tit ho dao Chg Quén, Sai Gon. Anh néi mot cau khién
t6i suy nghi mii: “Dao Cong Gido tuyét vdi 1dm, vi mdt diéu duy nhat: Thién Chda 12 tinh yéu.”

Nhu muyc su Rick Warren da néi trong 1€ t6t nghiép vao thang 5 nim 2024 & Oral Roberts University: “Diéu duy
nhét c6 gid tri 1a dic tin dugdc thé hién qua tinh yéu. Chiing ta yéu vi Thién Chiia di yéu chiing ta trude.” Vi tinh yéu
Ay dat dén dinh cao chéi loi trong mot khoanh khic khong thé lang quén: bién ¢ Phuc Sinh clia Pic Giésu - Chia
chuing ta. Halleluia!

Miing 1€ Chiia Phyc Sinh dén anh chi em va moi gia dinh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuong
Chénh xi
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