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From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, August 31, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

In the United States, the first Monday of September each year is designated as Labor Day — different from
many other countries that celebrate on May 1st, International Workers’ Day. This distinction comes from
the unique historical and social context of America.

Throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, American workers labored nearly the entire week, with no
concept of having Saturdays and Sundays off. Efforts to reduce working hours brought little success.
Unexpectedly, it was Henry Ford, the renowned automobile magnate, who brought about a turning point.

In 1914, Ford shocked the industry by raising wages from $2.34 per day to $5 per day. More importantly,
at the suggestlon of his vice president James Couzens, he instituted a five-day workweek with two days
off. His reasoning was simple: when workers had free time and steady income, they would spend
more—on clothes, food, and, of course, Ford cars. He once remarked: “With more leisure, people will
want to buy more clothes, eat better, and they will need more means of transportation.”

This was a brilliant business insight: the more people have, the more they spend—a perfect stimulus
strategy. But having money without time to use it is meaningless. From an economic perspective, it was
a sound policy: when people rest, they spend more, boosting the economy and society, while also
increasing productivity.

Soon, other employers followed suit, and this practice became a standard, paving the way for today’s
labor laws of 8 hours per day, 40 hours per week. What began as an economic calculation ultimately
benefited the workers: they gained more time to rest, regain strength, and care for their families.

Yet, for many Catholics, the “weekend rest” is not really rest. After a week of work, they continue to
dedicate their time to the parish: joining the choir, teaching catechism, serving in liturgy, cooking,
cleaning, repairing, gardening, decorating—quiet but essential labors that sustain parish life.

Beyond oftering their labor, parishioners also generously share their financial resources: donations in the
collection basket, contributions to parish projects, purchasing food for parish events, and responding to
charitable appeals. This too is a kind of “spending”—but it stimulates the economy of the parish. Thus,
Labor Day is not only a time of rest, but also a moment to thank God—for health, for work, and for the
opportunity to serve and to share.

On behalf of the parish, I extend heartfelt gratitude to all of you who, in silence and sacrifice, transform
your efforts into a living prayer. It is through your hands, your hearts, and your generosity that our parish
continues to bear fruit and grow stronger in faith and unity.

Happy Labor Day.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 31 thang 8 nam 2025

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Tai Hoa Ky, Thi Hai diu thang 9 hing nim dugc chon 1am Ngay L& Lao Pong - khic véi nhiéu qudc gia von ky niém
vao ngdy 1 thdng 5, tic Ngay Qudc T& Lao Pong. Su khdc biét nay bit ngudn tii bdi canh lich st va xa hoi riéng cia
nuédc My.

Trong sudt thé ky 19 - dau th& ky 20, cong nhan Hoa Ky phai 1am viéc gan nhu cé tuin, chua hé c6 khai niém nghi
Tht Bay va Chda Nhat. Nhiing phong trao dau tranh doi gidm gid 1am it mang lai hiéu quéa. Bat ngd thay, chinh Henry
Ford, 6ng chi1 hing xe hoi tri danh, lai 1a ngudi tao nén budc ngodt quan trong.

Nim 1914, Ford giy chan dong khi ting luong cong nhan tii 2.34 USD/ngay 1én 5 USD/ngay. Quan trong hon, theo
gdi y clia phé cht tich James Couzens, 6ng 4p dung ché @6 1am viéc 5 ngay va nghi 2 ngay. Ly do that don gian: khi
cong nhan c6 thdi gian ranh va thu nhap &n dinh, ho s& mua sim nhiu hon - trong d6 ¢6 ca. .. xe hoi Ford. Ong tiing
n6i: “C6 nhicu thdi gian ranh, moi ngudi s& mudn mua thém quan 4o, &n udng t6t hon, va ho cin thém phuong tién
di chuyén.”

DAy qué 12 mot luan diém chuin xdc vé kinh doanh: c6 nhiéu thi sé tiéu nhiéu - mot budc kich cau hoan hdo. Nhung
c6 tién ma khong c6 thdi gian dé tiéu thi cling nhu khong. Xét vé kinh t&, @iy 1a mdt chinh s4ch hgp ly: khi con ngudi
dugc nghi ngdi, ho chi tiéu nhiéu hon, nén kinh t& - xa hdi phat trién manh mé, ddng thdi ning suat lao dong cling
gia tang.

Chinh sdch nay nhanh chéng dugc nhiéu gidi chii noi theo, va din trd thanh chuin muc, mé dudng cho luit lao dong
8 gid/ngay, 40 gid/tuan ma ngay nay chiing ta dugc hudng. Khéi di tii toan tinh kinh t&, nhung cudi cling chinh ngudi
lao dong lai dugc hudng 10i: c6 thém thdi gian nghi ngoi, phuc hdi stic luc va chim séc gia dinh.

Tuy vy, v6i nhiéu ngudi Cong Gido, “cudi tudn nghi ngoi” lai khdng hin 14 nghi. Sau mot tuan lao dong, ho lai quang
dai dan than cho gido xd: tham gia ban phung vu, ca doan, day gido ly, niu nuéng, quét don, slia sang, lam vudn,
trang trf - tit ca déu la nhiing cong viéc cAn man va Am thim, nhung vo cung thiét yéu cho ddi séng ctia mot xi dao.

Khong chi trao ting stc lao dong, cdng doan con quang dai dong gdp tai chinh: dang cing, ung hd cdng trinh, mua
thic #n gitip nha tho, d4p lai nhiing 15i kéu goi bac 4i. D6 ciing 12 mdt c4ch “tiéu xai”, nhung 1a kich thich nén kinh
t€ clia gido xid. Vi thé, Ngay L& Lao Pong khong chi 12 dip nghi ngoi, ma con la thsi khic ta on Thién Chia - vi stic
khoe, cong viéc, va cd hoi @& phuc vu va sé chia.

Thay miit gido xd, toi xin hét 1ong tri an tat c4 anh chi em da va dang &m tham hy sinh, bié€n cong stic ctia minh thanh
15i cau nguyén séng dong. Chinh nhd ban tay, tim 1ong va su quing dai clia anh chi em ma gido x ching ta ngay mot
dom hoa két trdi, trién nd trong dtc tin va tinh hiép nhat.

Chic miing Ngay L& Lao Pong.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chéanh xd
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