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Dear parishioners and friends:

Many tensions in families, communities, and even in the Church do not arise from bad intentions, but from a
quiet assumption: “What I think is right must also be right for everyone else.” Psychology reminds us that
every person sees reality through the lens of personal experience, values, fears, and priorities.

There is also a subtle temptation hidden in the desire to direct others. Advising, critiquing, and correcting
often require far less effort than personally acting. Yet this habit easily breeds tension. People begin to feel
judged rather than understood, managed rather than respected.

A simple story illustrates this dynamic. A teenage son once asked his mother where he should hang an
ornament on the family Christmas tree. The mother answered, “Put it wherever you prefer.” The boy hesitated
and replied, “But I’m afraid you won’t be pleased.” Though the mother had spoken words of freedom, the
child sensed something else — the unspoken expectation that there was a “correct” choice already decided in
her mind.

How often does this same pattern appear in our daily lives? We offer others apparent freedom, yet quictly hope
they will choose according to our preferences. We speak of openness, yet struggle to release control. Wisdom
invites a different posture: Do what you sincerely believe is right. Allow others the dignity to do what they
sincerely believe is right.

This is not indifference. It is humility. It is the recognition that goodness can take many legitimate forms. One
person may feel called to support the Church in Vietnam; another may feel responsible for supporting the local
Church where they receive spiritual care. One may emphasize saving resources for the poor; another may see
deep value in preserving culture, building community, and fostering encounters through celebrations like Tét.
These are not always contradictions. Often, they are complementary expressions of the same desire to serve.

The deeper lesson is personal responsibility. Focus first on what you can contribute rather than what others
ought to contribute. When we neglect what we ourselves can do and instead concentrate on directing others,
we risk becoming spectators rather than participants. Worse, we may discourage those who are already trying
to give generously. Constant correction rarely inspires hearts; authentic example often does.

Perhaps Lent offers us a quiet challenge. Let us fast not only from food, but from the impulse to control. Let
us give up not only comforts, but the habit of deciding for others. Let us invest our energy in doing what we
can for our families, our communities, and the world entrusted to us.

The world is not meant to be painted in a single color. A garden is beautiful not because every flower is
identical, but because each one blooms according to its nature. And perhaps the most peaceful community is
not the one where everyone thinks alike, but the one where each person is free to do good — and where charity
binds those differences together.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Nhiéu ciing thing trong gia dinh, trong cong doan, va ngay ci trong Hoi Thanh ddi khi phét sinh tit mot gia dinh:
“Piéu ma t6i cho 1a ding thi ngudi khac nén 1am.” Xét vé phuong dién tam ly thi con ngudi c6 khuynh huéng phé
phén viéc clia ngudi khdc dua trén quan diém c4 nhan.

C6 mdt cam do rat tinh vi 4n sau khuynh huéng muén dinh huéng ngudi khéc. Viéc khuyén bao, phé binh hay chinh
stia thudng doi hdi it nd luc hon nhiéu so véi viéc tu minh hanh dong. Théi quen Ay dé giy cing thang. Ngudi ta bit
d4u cim thdy minh bi phan xét hon 13 dudc thau hiéu, bi diéu khién hon 13 dudc ton trong.

M0t cAu chuyén nhd c¢6 thé minh hoa diéu nay. Mot ciu thigu nién hdi me minh nén treo mdt mén do trang tri vao chd
nao trén cay Gidng Sinh. Ngudi me tra 10i: “Con thich treo du thi treo.” Cau bé ngip ngling rdi néi: “Nhung con s¢
me khdng vui.” Dl ngudi me néi 13i trao quyén tu do, ciu bé vin cAm nhan mot didu gi khéc - nhu thé dd ¢6 sdn mot
lya chon “diing” trong tam tri me.

Biét bao 14n diéu tuong ty xay ra trong ddi song hing ngay? Ta cho ngudi khdc vé nhu tu do, nhung thAm mong ho
chon theo ¥ minh. Ta néi vé su c6i md, nhung lai khé budng bd kiém soat. Khon ngoan mai goi ta mdt thdi dd khac:
Hiy 1am diéu ban thuc sy tin 12 ding. Hay danh cho ngudi khdc su ton trong dé ho 1am diéu ho tin 12 ding.

DAy khong phai 12 thdi d6 diing dung, nhung 1a sy khiém t6n - nhin nhan ring nhiing diéu t6t dep c6 thé mang nhiéu
hinh thiic khdc nhau. C6 ngudi suy nghi ring minh nén gidp d6 Gido Hoi tai Qué Nha; con ngudi khéc thi lai thay
trach nhiém noi hd trg Gido Hoi dia phuong, noi ho nhan dugc sy chidm séc thiéng liéng. C6 ngudi suy nghi nén tiét
kiém tiéu xai d€ gidp ngudi ngheo; ngudi khéc lai nhan ra gi4 tri clia viéc gin gitt viin hod, xiy dung cong doan, va
tao nén nhiing cudc gip gd qua céc sinh hoat nhu Tét. Nhiing khéc biét 4y khong luén mau thuin; nhiéu khi chiing bd
tic cho nhau trong cting mot uéc mudn phét trién nhan ban.

Bai hoc sau xa chinh 12 trach nhiém c4 nhén: tap trung vao diéu chinh minh c6 thé déng gép, thay vi diéu ngusi khac
nén lam. Khi ta bd quén diéu minh c6 thé 1am ma chi chd tAm huéng din hay phé binh ngudi khac, ta c6 nguy co tré
thanh khén gia thay vi ngudi tham du. Té hon, ta c¢6 thé 1am nan 1ong nhiing ai von dang c6 ging quang dai din than.
Lai trach méc hiém khi khoi ddy 1ong nhiét tim; guong sang thudng c6 stc bién d6i hon.

Mia Chay mdi goi ching ta Iam mot viéc: Hay dn chay khong chi khdi ctia in, nhung khoi khuynh huéng ki€ém sodt
viéc 1am clia nhiing ngudi xung quanh. Hay tlit bd khong chi nhiing tién nghi, nhung ca théi quen “viong quyén” khi
quyét dinh thay cho ngudi khic. Hay don niing lugng vao didu ma ta ¢ thé 1am cho gia dinh, cdng doan va xa hoi.

Thé gidi khong dudc tao dung chi véi modt mau sic. Mot khu vudn dep khong phai vi moi bong hoa gidng nhau,
nhung vi mdi bdng hoa nd theo cach riéng ctia minh. Va c6 1&, mot cong doan binh an nhat khdng phai la cong doan
noi moi ngudi suy nghi gidng nhau, nhung la noi méi ngudi duge tu do 1am di€u t6t - va noi bac 4i ndi két moi khac
biét Ay lai véi nhau.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chénh xd
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